aging Invasive Plants in Toronto
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n Forestry Natural Resource
nagement Section

* 3 permanent field crews — natural
resource workers (9 staff) across
Toronto

*Planting & maintenance in natural
areas/ravines & new naturalization sites

* Invasive plant control in key natural
areas

* Assist with community stewardship
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* 13.5% natural area

« 1500 parks

« 44 ESAs (TRCA designated)
* 9 ANSIs (MNR designated)
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sive Plant Management
orities

- Protection of rare or endangered
ecosystems

*Protection of restoration sites /

iInvestments

*Invasive species ranking
Infestation level

Staffing / Budget constraints




Dog Strangling Vine Biology
Vincetoxicum rossicum)

*Extensive root system
*Seeds are wind-borne

*lnvades sun & shade;
less fit in shade




Strangling Vine Distribution

e a \
JML;‘H_'—M’F\( . Ir/ f'(j\\_\’“\/'_ﬂ \\\
: ﬁ‘-"“‘"""‘lfrm\.\ r-‘JLLLf"\ e ° i,
e S 5 v :

e T

},Vf\“‘/ ‘\LA.; .-.. /_._/‘-” /‘S_‘\ \

L5 FORONTO AN REGIOW Z X | - . N Legend
onservation s Distribution of N
ﬁ Y D TRCA Jurisdiction

or e Living Cily ® :
— o - Cynanchum rossicum P ——
> in Toronto Region plotted from Welercouras
Date: October 2007 historical distribution and ELC polygons ® Cynanchum rossicum

0 ToronTO



acts to Wildlife

Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)




g-strangling Vine Ecological
onsiderations




g Strangling Vine Control

« Small infestations/back yard
patches — digging out roots

BEFORE seed set at
flowering — early June

Large scale (park/forest
landscapes) - manual methods
not effective - multiple
herbicide treatments needed

Long-term Biocontrol




siatic Bittersweet (Celastrus
)yiculatus )Biology

Introduced for
landscaping/ flower
arrangements

eBerries spread by
birds
*Invades forest edges

*Girdles young &
older trees




ersweet Vine Identification

r

\_ (. scandens C. orbiculatus

Non-Native Species - Native Species -
American Bittersweet

Asiatic Bittersweet
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aitic Bittersweet Control

eHand pulling and/or
digging can be successtul
— small seedlings

*BEFORE seed set

*Resprouts after
disturbance (cutting,
incomplete pulling)

*Most effective method to
apply herbicide to a
freshly cut stump




ushing Bush (Euonymus
. — E. alatus) Biology

/G « ornamental shrub
Ty ‘«r

“‘g %7 » spreads by seed &
\ "W root suckers

w

e tolerates full shade
_ * Invades woodlands
""" forming dense
Laszeoss L Inderstorey




Winged Burning Bush
Identification

/N * ‘'wings’ along stem

N UGa2307068 |
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Small scale - Hand
pull and/or dig out
root system

BEFORE seed set

Cut at base of
stem & apply
herbicide




you can help - Plant native
ies and avoid non-native
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ou can help - Proper disposal
d waste materials




ou Can Help - Minimize
t in Natural Areas

designated tral
systems —

keep pets on
trails to avoid
disturbance &
seed spread




ou Can Help -
unity Stewr’dship | Education

 Sign up for Guildwood
Community Tour early
June 2009




Links: Urban Forestry - www.toronto.ca/trees/ravines.htm

TRCA DSV Research www.rougepark.com/unique/reports.php
MNR DSV Fact Sheet www.mnr.gov.on.ca/260834.pdf

Ontario Invasive Plant Council www.ontarioinvasiveplanis.ca

Fletcher Wildlife Garden in Ottawa
www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/research/swallowwort/index e.php#disposal




